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THEME 1, PART 1: THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR IN EUROPE

Background: WW2 and BEYOND
Lecture 0
At the dawn of the twentieth century, the world turned upon itself and descended into the greatest war it had yet suffered. This was World War I, and it nearly destroyed the world, until it was finally won by Britain, France, and the United States. However, their efforts to create a lasting peace were vindictive and insincere, and amounted in the end to absolutely nothing. Finally, within just twenty years, it was clear that the efforts for peace had ended in failure, and another World War was upon us. 

THE FAILURE OF PEACE 

In June 1914, a Serbian terrorist named Gavrilo Princip shot and assassinated Archduke Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the throne of the empire of Austria-Hungary. An enraged Austria threatened Serbia with war, but a hostile Serbia, backed up by the Russian Empire, refused to back down. The result was a declaration of war by Austria against Serbia, which for a multitude of reasons including imperialism and an alliance system, brought the entire European continent into the conflict, and this began the tragedy of the First World War. The war was fought between Germany and Austria on one side, and Britain, France and Russia on the other side. It concluded four years later when Germany sued for peace, but this would later prove to be only the beginning of trouble. 

Treaty of Versailles 
At the peace conference, held in France in 1919, the victorious French insisted on punishing the Germans vindictively for the war. The peace treaty that resulted, the Treaty of Versailles, was thus thoroughly biased towards France and against Germany. Even though the war had been triggered by events in Austria, and Russia had been the first great power to mobilise, France forced Germany to accept all the blame for starting the war, and to pay the full cost of reparations for all the war damage inflicted. France’s intention was both to humiliate and to impoverish Germany, so as to prevent a repeat of the First World War. However, by any measure, they went too far, and their treatment of Germany was the harshest post-war judgment in history. 

The Weimar Republic 
The old German Empire was dismantled, and in its place the French forced the Germans to accept a weak and divided state known as the Weimar Republic, but this French-inspired republic was weak, and incapable of offering strong government. The Weimar Republic was fully democratic, but structurally weak and designed deliberately to perpetuate unstable coalitions and ineffective governance, a model chosen for this purpose by France as an explicit policy to keep Germany ineffective. 

Election of Adolf Hitler 
The German people hated this situation but were in no position to change it until as late as 1933. That year, they elected a man named Adolf Hitler to power, together with his Nazi Party, in a free and democratic election as provided for by their constitution. Hitler had promised a revision of these extreme peace terms, and the German people, who were tired of being oppressed by France, readily supported him. Under Hitler, Germany grew and flourished, even as France and Britain declined and weakened. As Germany grew, the Italians chose to ally themselves with the Germans, for fear of going against a mighty Germany. Italy’s new social doctrine of Fascism spread soon to Spain as well, covering half of Europe with its totalitarian ideology. Over time, Germany managed to absorb Austria and invade and conquer Czechoslovakia. France and Britain were weak and helpless to intervene, the Soviet Union was friendly, and so in 1939 Germany turned its mighty armies towards Poland. 
THE WAR BEGINS 

On 1 September 1939, with the support of the Soviet Union, German army divisions crossed the border and invaded Poland. France and Britain in alarm gave Germany an ultimatum: cease the attack immediately or they would declare war on Germany. As the French and British had threatened Germany with this before, but had not followed through with that threat, Hitler simply ignored the ultimatum. This time, however, France and Britain were serious, and two days later they declared war. Even though both France and Britain had been desperate to avoid the outbreak of another World War, they felt compelled to act in the face of German aggression, and so the invasion of Poland triggered the outbreak of the Second World War. 

Though Poland had a population of 30 million and a large conscript army, there was little hope that Poland could resist an attack by the German army. Germany’s forces were far too superior to Poland’s for Poland to have any real hope of victory. Poland lacked defensible frontiers, and Germany had developed a highly mechanised army and a mighty air force. Britain and France were in no position to help, and Russia had promised not to, making Polish victory essentially impossible. Within a month the Polish armies had been encircled, broken to pieces and defeated. The Polish republic collapsed; Germany captured the western half of the defunct republic, while the eastern half was occupied by Soviet troops. 

A False Sense of Security 
At this point, it looked as though hostilities might actually cease. The Germans had conquered Poland easily, the French were protected by the supposedly impregnable Maginot Line, and the British were protected by the waters of the English Channel. The long and lethal trench warfare of World War I had created the belief that a strong defensive position was almost unassailable, and the swift Polish campaign taught the French very little about the risks they might run in open warfare. The French had constructed defensive fortifications that were meant to withstand an assault by the same means as those employed during World War I. However, military technology had changed tremendously in the two decades since that war. 

Britain, though it was protected by the Channel, was unwilling to fight another devastating war, and so in response to the invasion of Poland, Britain initiated a blockade of German shipping, hoping to starve the Germans into capitulation. Both the British and French had hoped desperately to avoid having to fight, and so even though Germany had openly attacked another nation and opened its own offensive, both powers in 1939 held back from their own military involvement. For six months, the French and British waited, blockading Germany economically on the seas and hoping that Germany would weaken and capitulate. This, Germany did not do, for they had stockpiled sufficient supplies and munitions for war. German scientists had meanwhile developed means of producing synthetic nitrates, quinine, rubber and gasoline suitable for military use. This helped them increase their war strength steadily throughout the winter of 1939–1940. 

On 9 April 1940, the Germans struck again, without warning, by executing lightning thrusts into Denmark and Norway. Within a few weeks, the Danish and Norwegian forces fell, and Germany had conquered yet two more European nations. Neither Denmark nor Norway had any real hope of resisting Germany, and the swift and easy conquest of both kingdoms proved that Germany intended not merely to conquer Poland but to conquer the rest of continental Europe as well. More terrifying for the remaining free nations was the reality that neither the Netherlands nor Belgium, which were right next to Germany, had the military capacity to defend themselves for more than a few short weeks against a German invasion. 

Failure of the Appeasement Policy 
Britain’s foreign policy up to that point had been appeasement. The thrust of this policy was to avoid war at any cost, by giving Hitler and Germany anything they wanted, and by refusing to fight in any further war for any reason other than self defence. As Norway collapsed, it became clear to the British that the policy of appeasement under Neville Chamberlain had been a complete and disastrous failure. Chamberlain was forced to resign as Prime Minister, being replaced by Winston Churchill. Then, as spring melted away much of the snow, in May 1940 the Germans stunned France and Britain by invading Belgium and the Netherlands, violating Belgian and Dutch neutrality. The strength and speed of the Germans led to swift victory. 
Conquest of the Netherlands and Belgium 
The Netherlands was crushed mercilessly in less than a week. Hitler, who did not wish to waste resources conquering the weak Dutch, gave them an ultimatum: surrender, or the superior German air force would bomb the city of Rotterdam to ashes. The Dutch refused, so Hitler made good on his threat. As the German air force, the Luftwaffe, bombed the port city of Rotterdam, the Dutch royal family, fearing for their lives, fled the country, crossing the Atlantic Ocean to seek safety in Canada. While the royal family was in Ottawa, the Canadian capital, Princess Juliana, the heir to the throne, gave birth to a daughter. Not wanting a Dutch princess to be born on foreign soil, the Queen took the unusual step of ordering an imperial conquest. The Queen ordered that the hospital ward in which Princess Juliana was to give birth be taken over by the Netherlands. Thus, a hospital ward in Ottawa was proclaimed a Dutch colony, so that Princess Margriet was born on legitimately Dutch soil. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch army, though it fought well, was no match for the Germans. Amsterdam and Den Haag were taken over less than a week after Rotterdam was bombed, and the Germans proclaimed rulership over the Netherlands. The German army was scoring tremendous victories over their enemies by a technique known as Blitzkrieg, or lightning warfare. Bombers would drop bombs onto a ground position to destroy it before soldiers would come in and take it over easily. Blitzkrieg was so effective that resistance to it often crumbled almost instantly. Hitler played up the Luftwaffe’s lightning victories in the skies in the propaganda he broadcast to the German nation, to whip up German national pride. 

The fall of the Netherlands alarmed France and Britain. The Netherlands had been neutral in the First World War, and the Germans, by having violated that neutrality, were now all that much closer to the French and British borders. Once the Netherlands was firmly conquered, Hitler ordered the German armies to turn south. By the end of May, the Germans had pushed through the Netherlands and taken over most of Belgium, defeating French and British forces there. Although King Leopold III of Belgium attempted to rally his troops, the Belgian army collapsed before the onslaught of German tanks. In just one week, Belgium was defeated, the King surrendered, and Germany took full control. 

DEFEAT OF FRANCE 

The collapse of “brave little Belgium” demonstrated that the French would definitely be no match for the Germans in open combat, as the German tanks were vastly outgunning the French infantry, and this caused a wave of panic to strike Paris. Hitler, mindful that France had done everything in her power to oppress Germany between the wars, was determined to get revenge and “make France pay”. Accordingly, on 5 June 1940 Germany launched a direct assault against France. 

The French were still hiding behind their Maginot Line, a fixed defensive line of cannons. But they were shocked to find that this did not protect them: the German tanks simply ran over the Maginot Line and penetrated it remarkably easily. France had been complacent since the First World War. French defences did not keep up with advances in military technology, and the Maginot Line of fixed guns and defences was no match for mechanised German tanks and infantry. Moreover, by neglecting the defence of their northern border with Belgium, the French had given Germany a clear path of attack that led directly to Paris. Before long, France’s defences had been overrun, and the vast German army swept into France. With the easy penetration of France’s only real line of defence, the Germans were able to head quickly toward Paris, which, out of a tragic sense of complacency and a false sense of security, had been left largely undefended. The conquest of Belgium and the penetration of the Maginot Line made it inevitable that France would fall to Germany. Though the defence of France was thought to be of paramount importance, this now looked increasingly impossible. 

The Retreat from Dunkirk 
Britain had sent troops over to France, but once the French defensive line was broken, neither the British nor the French troops could stop the advance of the German army. The British had no choice but to retreat to Dunkirk, on the coast. There, they were forced to abandon almost all their heavy artillery and equipment, but managed to rescue most of their soldiers by a mass evacuation across the English Channel. But the French were left with nowhere to which to retreat. The Luftwaffe was ordered to attack the retreating British and French forces, dealing a serious blow to the shattered French. One by one, the embattled cities and regions in northern France began to surrender themselves desperately to the Germans. Meanwhile, the already shattered French forces were dealt another blow, when on 10 June Italy declared war on France and invaded. In the face of German and Italian aggression, the French army collapsed completely. 
France Surrenders to Germany 
On 17 June, the Premier of France, Henri Philippe Pétain, an old hero from the First World War, abandoned the war effort. From Bordeaux, Pétain asked Germany for an armistice, meaning that France had been defeated in less than six weeks. The Germans had not forgotten the humiliating peace they had suffered in 1919 at Versailles. On 22 June, France was forced to sign an armistice agreement in the same railroad car in which the Germans had agreed to the original armistice of 1918. French armed forces were to be demobilised, the southern third of France would continue to be governed by the French, and the northern two-thirds (including Paris) was to be occupied and administered by the Germans, paid for by French taxpayers. 

With the armistice and occupation, France had fallen under German control. And Germany, for the first time since the First World War, was vindicated with the conquest of her most ardent foe and her most bitter opponent. France had complained ever since 1919 that Germany intended to conquer her, and in the end had enacted her own tragically self-fulfilling prophecy. The French defeat in 1940 was thus the most bitter humiliation the French had ever faced. Hitler made it known that his treatment of France would reflect the French treatment of Germany: since France had held such a poor attitude towards Germany and had obstructed Germany in so many ways, France was going to pay. 

German Occupation of France 
Once Paris had been captured, the Germans marched along Paris’ grand avenue, the Champs-Elysées, past Napoleon’s Arc de Triomphe, announcing over loudspeakers that the French were now under the control of the Germans. The sight of Nazi soldiers goose-stepping through the streets of Paris represented the worst nightmares of the French. For the first time in modern history, they had been defeated by the enemy they had created by their own unhelpful attitude. In the south, the government moved from Bordeaux to Vichy, where on 10 July it voted to authorise Pétain to draft a new constitution. Pétain became head of state, and the chief executive of a diminished French nation. The Vichy government was, in effect, a German puppet government, and Pétain as leader took direction from Berlin. The diminished new and barely independent entity became known as the État Français (the French State). Technically, the new state (often called the Vichy government) was legal, since the deputies of the French Republic did vote for its establishment. But it was clearly a German dominated and German controlled government. News of the fall of Paris spread like wildfire through London. With the defeat of France, it was clear that totalitarianism had come to dominate all of Europe, and Britain now stood alone in Europe against the Nazis, the Fascists, and the Communists. 

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 

Having subjugated France, Belgium, the Netherlands and Poland, having Switzerland remain firmly neutral, and having Italy on his side, Hitler needed only one more nation under his control to dominate the entire continent: Britain. Not since the days of Napoleon had one ruler controlled such a wide continental European empire, or commanded such awesome military superiority, and the British were fully aware of their vulnerabilities and that they were next to be attacked. The continental seacoast, harbours and bases, from Norway to Spain, had all fallen under Germany’s control. The Germans threatened the supply routes to the British ports by blockading the United Kingdom by sea and by air. 

But even without the blockade, Britain’s position was weak. The Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, France, and French North Africa had provided 75% of the British imports of many of their essential consumer products. With the Germans blockading British ports, the British had no choice but to look to long haul supplies from Canada, the United States, and Australia. This made the British fear for their survival at the hands of a strangling German blockade. Furthermore, it had taken the Germans only four weeks to crush Poland, and only eight weeks to conquer Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium and France together. The British knew that, against this, they had little hope. 

Britain Rallies its Defences 
But Britain did possess a new Prime Minister, the forceful and inspiring Winston Churchill. Under Churchill’s more inspiring leadership, the British decided that they would rather fight to protect their islands, than yield to Hitler and the Germans. Three circumstances favoured the British defence: 

-The Germans were not able to invade Britain immediately 

-The Germans had only a limited fleet of submarines 
-The Luftwaffe was less effective without ground support 

The Germans had been caught partially by surprise by the speed with which they conquered Belgium and France. They were not yet prepared for amphibious warfare, and thus could not cross the Channel to attack Britain directly on land. Furthermore, the German navy had insufficient submarines to engage the entire British navy. This meant that the British navy would be able to resist much more effectively against a German advance, and would last a great deal longer in war. Lastly, Luftwaffe planes were most effective when used in conjunction with a ground attack, and were less effective when used on their own. Britain’s Royal Air Force, however, was very much more effective at open-air fighting. 

King George and Queen Elizabeth 
Six weeks after the fighting ceased in France, the Luftwaffe began conducting bombing raids over Britain’s cities by daylight. It was their hope to dislocate British industry, cripple Britain’s military bases, and shatter the morale of the British people. As the German bombers rained destruction down on London and the capital city burned, the British royal family (who, ironically, were German by descent) were urged to flee the country to safety in Canada, which was a safe and distant British colony. However, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth refused to leave. When advised by Parliament to flee with the royal family, Queen Elizabeth told the nation, “The children won’t go without me. I won’t leave the King. And the King will never leave.” And so the King and Queen remained behind in Buckingham Palace, even as German bombs destroyed one section of it. The King and Queen visited the sections of London that had been destroyed in the Blitzkrieg. The two princesses, Elizabeth and Margaret, went to work directly on the war effort. Elizabeth volunteered to work as a mechanic, while Margaret went on the radio to encourage the British people to be brave and continue their resistance. 

While London was being blitzed by the Luftwaffe, the British government ordered a mass evacuation of children from the city to the countryside. Children were taken from their parents and sent to remote parts of Britain for their protection. And in a desperate scramble to defend their home territory, the British people subscribed to a harsh system of rationing that diverted as much resources as possible to the armed forces, forcing many of the British to suffer and starve in the process. 

German Failure to Conquer Britain 

But the German bombing raids on Britain were not effective. The Germans failed to destroy the planes, air bases and hangars of the Royal Air Force, and the inspiration of the King and Queen kept the morale of the people from breaking. In the end, the Germans were forced to concede defeat, and Britain won the battle. But it came at a great cost: she lost some of her best pilots and aircraft, thousands of civilians were killed, and 20% of British homes were bombed. 

Even before the Battle of Britain had ended, though, the British government was marshalling the resources of their great empire. For Britain controlled the world’s biggest and most strategic ports of trade, the control of which was vital to the war effort. If any of the British-held ports of Dover, Gibraltar, Suez, Aden, Hong Kong or Singapore fell under German or Japanese control, the British realised that this would involve a serious dislocation of British naval power and commercial economy. When the fall of France placed continental Europe under German control, Britain did not hesitate to ship an armoured division to reinforce the Suez. Dover and Gibraltar, being much closer to home, were all the more easy to defend. But Britain, beleaguered and under attack at home, could offer only limited protection to some of her other ports. Churchill realised especially that the menace of Japan put the British ports of Hong Kong and Singapore in great peril. The Japanese were a modern and well-armed imperial force, with a powerful navy and the ability to draw vast quantities of resources from those parts of northern China they had already conquered, and they faced no strong opponent in Asia. 

The Fall of Hong Kong 
To protect Hong Kong, a regiment of Canadian troops from Winnipeg were dispatched. But the Canadian soldiers were few in number and completely inexperienced, and Churchill knew that they would be unable to hold Hong Kong for long. On 8 December 1941, the Japanese invaded Hong Kong, and quickly defeated the much smaller Canadian contingent. The soldiers fought off the Japanese for three weeks, until on Christmas Day the Japanese finally conquered Hong Kong. The Canadians fought the Japanese as valiantly as they could, refusing to surrender despite the overwhelming odds against them, but the 1,975 inexperienced Canadians were no real match for the might of the much larger Japanese army. The result was a massacre: the Japanese cruelly slaughtered or imprisoned nearly all the Europeans they found there. The Japanese troops even took over the local hospitals and slaughtered the doctors, nurses and patients indiscriminately. 

The Fall of Singapore 
To protect Singapore, British forces from Canada, Australia and New Zealand were dispatched, in addition to several British contingents. But again, it was known that against a Japanese assault, they could not hold out for long. Singapore, being an island, was entirely dependent on shipping routes by sea, and a naval blockade could easily starve the island of essential supplies. Capturing Johor in Malaya would simultaneously close the only overland shipping route. On Chinese New Year in 1942, the Japanese were finally able to defeat the British forces, who, being small in number and starved of supplies, were forced to surrender to the Japanese. The British presence in Asia had thus been annihilated by Japan. The consequences looked grim: 

-Their empire was being invaded and their colonies defeated 

-They were being attacked from the air by the Luftwaffe 

-All of Britain’s allies on the continent, save Russia, had fallen under the control of the Germans 

Thus, for the first time in history, there existed the very real possibility that one of Europe’s youngest nations might, through massive industrial and military force and absolute totalitarian control of its people, subjugate the entire continent to its control. Much of the rest of the world looked on in horror as the Axis Powers of Germany, Italy, and Japan, having dedicated themselves to conquest and the subjugation of the rest of the world, seemed poised and ready to conquer the entire planet. 

THE BATTLE OF RUSSIA 

Meanwhile, Hitler had directed his attention against the Soviet Union, for Stalin had ordered the invasion and annexation of Finland and the Baltic areas. The Soviet Union had become enlarged, and now bordered Germany itself in the east. Despite the Nazi-Soviet Pact, this meant that Russia was in an excellent position to strike against Germany if Stalin ever wanted to, and made Hitler regard Stalin as a perpetual threat, as well as a potential temptation for conquest. The Soviet Union held many valuable natural resources such as oil, coal, timber, minerals, wheat and livestock. These would be of great value to the Germans, who were still being subject to a naval blockade in the west. Furthermore, the USSR had negotiated a non-aggression treaty with Japan in 1941. This meant that Russia was a great threat, but also that the successful removal or conquest of Russia would bring great glory to Hitler and to Germany. Moreover, Hitler himself was strongly anti-Communist, and his alliance with the Soviet Union was only ever intended to be one of convenience: he had talked for years of the very real and urgent need to rid Europe of Communism permanently. 

Operation Barbarossa 
On 22 June 1941, Germany betrayed and attacked the Soviet Union, without warning, from the Baltic to the Black Sea. In Operation Barbarossa, the unstoppable German army launched a furious assault against an unprepared Russia. Stalin was shocked; he had assumed that Hitler was friendly, and was enraged to find that he had been double-crossed. However, the signs all along pointed to a German invasion: Germany badly needed Russia’s vast pool of natural resources. Hitler’s initial advance was stunningly successful. Within four months, Hitler had conquered Finland, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania, had captured many of the USSR’s key cities, and had effectively crippled the Soviet Union. But his success was short lived. 

Hitler had ignored the lessons of history, which had taught Europe just over a century before that both Britain and Russia were unconquerable: Napoleon had tried it, and it had defeated him in the end. The Germans failed in Russia in exactly the same way the French had failed there in 1812. The onset of winter weather left the German armies stranded, unused to fighting in the cold, against Russians who were well adapted to the weather. Winters in Russia become extremely cold, and such harsh conditions dealt a fatal blow to many of the German soldiers. Worse still, the retreating Russians had destroyed much of the supplies left behind, leaving the Germans to starve. Hitler had also ignored another very crucial, and much more recent, lesson of history. He had neglected the fact that it was an entente cordiale among Russia, Britain and France that had ultimately defeated Germany in the First World War. Those three great powers had combined successfully against Germany once before and were doing so again, and once joined by the United States this meant an unstoppable alliance of the greatest nations in the world intended to destroy Germany. The stalemate continued for three years, and with each passing winter the position of the Germans grew worse. By 1944, the Germans had been pushed back to Germany, and were desperately fighting for their own protection. 
THE UNITED STATES JOINS THE WAR 

Meanwhile, the Americans were nervous and hesitant about the war in Europe, but were remaining neutral to avoid being drawn into a conflict again. But their isolation was shattered in 1941 when the Japanese bombed the port of Pearl Harbor. The Japanese had, the century before, been humiliated by the United States, and had been waiting ninety years for revenge. That chance had come, and the attack on Pearl Harbor nearly destroyed the entire naval fleet that had been stationed there. The bombing of Pearl Harbor so enraged the Americans that they immediately joined the war. And as they joined the conflict in the Pacific, so too did they join the conflict in Europe, and once again the Americans allied themselves with Great Britain. 

Formation of the United Nations 
On 1 January 1942, the Allied nations and the United States joined together in an alliance known as the United Nations. From that point on, they fought together against the Axis powers of Germany, Japan and Italy as a cohesive union. To connect supply lines with Britain, the United States built new fleets of advanced ships. These ships were able to defeat the threat posed by the German submarines, and keep Britain supplied and therefore free throughout the war. The Americans then joined in with the British in attempting to liberate Europe from Nazi control and to end Germany’s hegemony over the continent. 

By 1942, German control over the European continent had been nearly supreme. But after 1943, the tide began to turn against Hitler and Germany. French resistance forces, the British army and American troops were able to liberate much of the African territory captured by Mussolini, and to defeat the disorganised Italians. Mussolini, meanwhile, had become quite hopeless. The Italian army was so inept and so poorly organised that on several occasions Hitler had to come to Mussolini’s rescue to prevent Italy from losing territory to weaker Allied opponents. The constant need to rescue inept Italian divisions from otherwise winnable conflicts sapped Germany’s strength, and Italy otherwise added almost nothing of any real value in terms of conquest or military support to the Axis war effort. In addition, underground liberation movements had sprung up all over Europe in the areas dominated by Germany. The United Nations, dominated by Britain, the United States, and Russia, was turning into a strong international alliance. 

German Fortunes Decline 
By 1944, the Second World War had already outlasted the First, and had caused greater damage. As in 1918, the Germans in 1944 were facing more and more opponents: more than 50 nations had declared war on Germany by this point. Mussolini, meanwhile, had been removed from power in Italy, and the new Italian government agreed to an armistice. By the end of 1944, the Allies were able to land troops and supplies on the western coast of France and Belgium. The Canadian army, having already rescued Belgium in the First World War, landed in the Netherlands and defeated the Germans there, liberating Holland from Nazi control, while the British were able to rescue and liberate occupied France. The combination of the might of the United States, which was undamaged by the war, and the strength of Britain’s greatest colonies Canada and Australia gave the Allies enough of a boost to turn the tide of the war at last against Germany. 

Germany, meanwhile, was being bombed to such a great extent by Allied bombers that its great cities had become deserts of crumbled stone and twisted iron, blown apart by the same process that the Germans had earlier unleashed on London. The Germans were fighting in absolute desperation not to conquer other nations but to save their own homeland from destruction, and even the most hawkish citizens now realised that, but for a miracle, Germany was now destined for defeat. The United Nations pressed forward as the Germans became more desperate. Exhausted and repeatedly defeated, the German army attempted desperately to resist, but was trapped by Allied forces and defeated easily. 

THE END OF THE WAR 

Mussolini, meanwhile, had come to an ignominious end. In 1943, the Fascist Party in Italy voted to hand over executive power back to King Victor Emmanuel III, who then ordered Mussolini to be arrested and to stand trial for treason. But as Italy began to surrender, Hitler rescued his old ally from where he was imprisoned. Hitler then installed Mussolini as the head of a new Axis-allied Italian Social Republic, which was nothing more than a German puppet state. In the face of partisan resistance in 1945, Mussolini attempted to flee to Switzerland. But he was captured by Italian troops who had earlier defected from him, and on 28 April he and his mistress were executed by former Fascist loyalists. 
The Fall of Berlin 
The final end for Germany came in 1945, when Soviet troops fought their way into Berlin. The fall of Berlin to the United Nations signalled the final end of the Third Reich and the empire Hitler had built up from the ashes of the Weimar Republic. With Berlin fallen, Hitler and the remaining German leadership fled into secure hiding in secure military fortifications, although they realised they were doomed: the conquest of Berlin meant the defeat of Germany, and the end of the Nazi Party and its leaders. Holed up in a bunker in Berlin, Hitler realised that Germany had again lost a world war. He abdicated his position as Führer, and appointed his subordinate Karl Dönitz as the new Führer of a defeated and rapidly collapsing Germany. On 29 April 1945, still holed up in the bunker, Hitler finally married his mistress Eva Braun. In their wedding vows, the two of them declared that they would be together forever, after which she took a dose of cyanide and he shot himself in the head. 

Thus, the Führer of Germany and his wife passed into history. He had lived to see twelve years of the Third Reich that he himself had built from its foundations, and he had died in its final days, as Nazi Germany went down in a blaze of defeat. The militarism with which Hitler had ruled Germany despotically and with which he had once unleashed Germany’s might upon the rest of Europe had turned against him, and in the end consumed not only Hitler himself but also all of Germany. With the death of Hitler, the Axis powers collapsed and Germany surrendered to the United Nations unconditionally. This time, however, Britain and France were determined more vigorously to avoid a repeat of their great mistake of 1919. 

Partitioning of Germany 
To prevent another rise in German power, Germany was divided up among the Allies. The Soviet Union, Great Britain, the United States, and France each took one sector of Germany, and even divided Berlin up into four zones under their respective control. Germany had been partitioned, divided among those nations that they had once attempted to conquer and subjugate to their own rule, and in this division the ability of the Germans to wage war ever again was thought to be permanently crippled. With Germany no longer independent but effectively a colony under their control, the Allies felt at last that they had secured for themselves the peace that had so dangerously eluded them at the end of the First World War in 1918. 

AFTERMATH 

World War II had become the deadliest conflict in human history: the six-year struggle had cost the lives of about 20 million soldiers and 40 million civilians, mostly from the Soviet Union, and had seen millions die in cruel and vindictive genocide. The deaths hit certain countries disproportionately harshly, in some cases losing up to 10–15% of their populations: the Soviet Union lost 23,954,000, China lost 20,000,000, Germany lost 8,493,000, and Japan lost 2,700,000 to the horrid conflict. The cost of the war exceeded $1 trillion, far greater than that of the First World War, and the expense of the fighting ruined several nations economically. Much of that damage came from the bombing of cities and civilian targets as well as military ones. 

Several countries and empires were eliminated: the conflict destroyed the Axis nations of Germany, Italy, and Japan. Even those victorious nations not destroyed found themselves so ravaged by the conflict that they might as well have lost it. On balance, the Second World War killed twice as many people as the First World War had, cost thirteen times as much in damage, and devastated a far larger area in Europe. But it concluded with a final peace that remains to this day. 
Lessons Learnt 
The United Nations, determined also to avoid a repeat of the mistakes of the League of Nations, organised itself into an international body, and committed itself to not blaming or victimising unnecessarily the nations that had lost the war. France abandoned her hatred of Germany, realising that it was her own attitude that had caused Germany to attack her in the first place, and for the first time the French and Germans began to cooperate seriously and work harmoniously together. Britain abandoned the role of the isolated superpower, and began to participate much more actively in affairs in Europe. In particular, the British began to work directly with both the French and the Germans to achieve a more lasting peace. The United States, meanwhile, had become the world’s most powerful nation, a position which they still hold to this day. The American people realised that they could no longer isolate themselves from world affairs as they were now a part of them. 

The world now had a global superpower in the United States that came to see itself as the champion of worldwide liberty and democracy, for it was their great might and power that was mostly, though not entirely, responsible for the Axis defeat. From its earlier position of isolationism, World War II had catapulted the United States into a position of global dominance, and for better or for worse, many of the free nations of the world now looked to Washington for inspiration and leadership. 

The Cold War Begins 
The only large conflict that remained unresolved was the conflict of liberal democracy versus totalitarian Communism. The USSR emerged stronger and more united as a result of the war, and dictator Stalin had survived and was still in charge. Stalin, the only one of the three great totalitarian dictators to outlast the war, was able to shape and direct the Soviet Union for nearly a decade after the fighting had ceased. He thus set the Soviet Union on the path to increased militancy. Although the United States had been allied to the Soviet Union during the war, and the two superpowers had fought side by side, the incompatibility of their ideologies and mutual mistrust between their leaders soon tore this wartime alliance to pieces. 

Europe emerged from the Second World War wiser for the lessons of history, and wiser to the dangers of war, revolution and power in the wrong hands. The Europeans had largely learnt of the danger of open, brutal warfare in modern times. They had learnt also the danger of vindictiveness and cruelty in victory, and the reality that it had not so much been the hostility of Germany that had started the war but the hostility of the victors of the previous war in punishing the defeated powers. And so, with the passing of the Second World War into history, the balance of power in world affairs shifted away, for the first time, from western Europe. In its place, the balance of power began to tilt towards the two remaining superpowers. 

With the conflict among Britain, France and Germany, Europe’s three greatest powers, resolved, and these nations no longer willing or able to engage in world war, the United States and the Soviet Union remained the world’s two great warring states. Each was fully dedicated to an ideology seen as incompatible with that of the other, and each saw its own survival as being dependent on the elimination of its rival as a superpower, as a result of which the two nations came into immediate conflict. The conflict of their ideologies, their economies and the threat of their armies, backed up by weapons capable of destroying the world, was set to shape the destiny of humanity in the coming decades, as the world entered a period of Cold War. 

CONCLUSION 

Initially powerful, Germany under Hitler was able to bring nearly all of Europe under his control or influence in war. But hubris eventually got the better of him, and he attempted more than he was capable of doing by invading the USSR. With Russia and America allied with them, the British and the French were able to defeat Italy and Germany at last by 1945. The conflict of World War II had passed, but in its place a Cold War of ideological conflict and superpower rivalry had arisen. 
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